2015 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grants

This grant will allow school food authorities (SFA) to purchase the equipment needed to serve healthier meals, meet the new nutritional standards with an emphasis on more fresh fruits and vegetables, improve food safety, and expand access.

Eligibility

	Eligible
Applicants
	School Food Authorities, Sponsors of the National School Lunch Program. Public school corporations, charter schools, private schools, and residential child care institutions that participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) can apply for this grant.

	Selection/Evaluation Criterion
	Evaluation Criterion 

· Preference will be given to schools or districts with high Free and Reduced-price Eligibility.

· Priority will be given to those SFAs that can explicitly document how the equipment purchased will reflect the intent of the grant, with specific emphasis on impacting nutritional quality, serving healthier meals, and meeting nutritional standards.

· Consideration will be given to schools with operating balances on the most recent Annual Financial Statement are equal to or under the recommended 3 Months Average Expenses.

The following two items will also be used to prioritize requests beyond the criterion listed above.

· The Division of School and Community Nutrition (SCN), Indiana Department of Education will give priority to those sites that did not receive funds from the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grants, 2010 NSLP Equipment Assistance grants or 2014 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grants.
· In most cases grantees will be selected from schools that have already adopted new nutritional standards (6 cent certified).  An exception would be for a school that can successfully demonstrate how the equipment grant would be critical to their meeting the new standards.

	Other
Eligibility
Considerations
	Awards of up to $20,000 per site. Each SFA may apply for no more than three sites.  Central Kitchens are considered a site in this total.  


Funding
	Legal
Authority
	2015 Agriculture Appropriations Act

	Source / Type
	Federal / Grant

	State Fiscal Year
	2015-16

	Total Available
	$532,065

	Recipient
Amount
	$20,000 per site maximum.  Legitimate installation costs can be included within the grant as long as they are in compliance with all other federal grant guidelines.  These installation costs would normal be minimal and would include attachment to electrical and plumbing systems, as well as floor preparation.  Please include details in your grant application.
Depending on the average actual grant approved, we anticipate awarding between 30 and 40 grants.

	Allocation of Funds
	Recipients will receive funding at the time of award. The CDE will recover funds from agencies that do not submit invoices for approved budget items within the award time frame or who fail to document the complete expenditure of the funds.


Important Dates

	Date
Application
Available
	November 2, 2015

	Due Date
	January 31, 2016

	Expected
Notification Date
	March 1, 2016

	Distribution of Funds
	TBD, shortly after selection of grantees.

	Grant Documentation Need
	Upon notice of grant award, a quote verifying amount and specific equipment requested will need to be submitted along with a signed copy of the grant assurance document.   

	Additional Grants Management
	Procedures to receive funds, expend funds, reporting, and return of unspent funds will be received at time of grant award.


Additional Information

	This Document
	http://scnweb.doe.in.gov/Instruction/2015nslpequipmentgrantdescription.doc


	Template
	http://scnweb.doe.in.gov/Instruction/2015nslpequipmentgranttemplate.xls
Since the online application does not allow you to save your work, use this template to organize information and prepare to enter the data online quickly.  This is for your use only and to save for your records.  Do not mail it to the State Agency. Application must be made ONLINE.


	Online Application
	http://www.doe.in.gov/2015nslpequipmentgrant



Contact
	Program and Financial
	Dani Powers, Child Nutrition Financial Specialist
Indiana Department of Education

Division of School and Community Nutrition Programs

dpowers@doe.in.gov
317 234-4378


